Shrewsbury Road, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6EX
Telephone: 01694 722682
Fax: 01694 724861
E-mail: admin@st-lawrenceprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Mr A Brannen

St Lawrence Weekly
16 July 2020, Volume 18, Issue 40

“Two roads diverged in a wood and I - I took the one less traveled by,
and that has made all of the difference.” Robert Frost from The Road
Not Taken.
All of us have taken different paths to those we would normally take
over the last five months and for many people this has been tough.
There have been those who have lost loved ones, lost jobs, been very ill, struggled financially and had
other difficult challenges. Within our school community there has been the most tremendous spirit
of kindness and by working together I believe we have kept everyone as safe and well as possible.
Thank you so much to all of our parents, members of staff, volunteers, governors and pupils for their
helpfulness towards each other; it has been remarkable to observe and be part of such a tide of hope
and optimism in the face of adversity. In my 25 years of working in education, I have never experienced such togetherness within a school. We must not lose any of this unity as we move forward along the road less travelled by.
As has become the norm in recent weeks, more changes are afoot. Next term, we will be opening at
08:30 every morning (staggered start times to be arranged), finishing at 15:15 Mon-Thurs (staggered
pick up times to be arranged) and closing at 1:00pm on Fridays to most pupils (staggered pick up times
to be arranged). On Friday afternoons we will be keeping in school, all children whose parents have no
option other than to work - some have already emailed me with regard to this and we now need to
hear from any others by Friday 21st August 2020 (email admin@st-lawrenceprimary.co.uk). If we do
not hear from you, a pick up time between 12:40 and 1:00 will be arranged.
If we can keep the Friday afternoon number low then it enables most teachers and TAs to be in their
own class bubbles from Monday right through to 1:00pm on Friday, which is educationally beneficial
and keeps everyone safe. We have had 73% of pupils back in school now (some just for four days) and
I can say without hesitation that behaviour and attitude towards learning from all of these children
has been impeccable - it is surely linked to the structure we have given to the school week and the
cooperation between parents and staff to care for them in a new, special way. We believe we can
keep this going when all pupils return - our school can be even more amazing!
Next term, Breakfast Club will start at 07:45 - please ring ASAP to book places. Those who are eligible and want children to be brought to school and returned home on a bus, need to contact the L.A.
Transport team ASAP on 01743 253031.
Our full operational plan for next term is still being constructed and will be emailed out to all parents
before the children return to school on Thursday 3rd September (Wednesday 2nd, morning, only for
our new Reception intake).
There are so many people to thank for their efforts this year and particularly this term - the list is
too long to include on this page! You all know what you have done to help us and to those who have
gone the extra mile - well done, we are so grateful.
If anyone needs to contact me over the summer break, please email me on head@stlawrenceprimary.co.uk.
Goodbye and all the best for the future to Billie-Rae, Queenie, Megan, Hannah, Mr Mc, Mrs Bollom
and all of our Y6s who leave us today. To everyone else ... see you in six weeks! Have a
lovely summer holiday.
Alan Brannen
Headteacher
P.S. Have you seen the ‘Summer Holiday’ video on our Facebook page? Take a look and have a giggle!
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